
 

 Baked goods are needed for the 10 a.m. Fellowship Time on 

Sunday mornings between Sunday School and Worship.  Please 

sign up on the Welcome Table. 

  

LADIES:  Remember to see Mary Rappole and reserve your spot 

for the Women of Faith Conference on October 8 and 9.  There 

are only a few spots left - donôt be left out!   

 

DONATIONS TO HAITI:  Remember, to send your donations 

in care of CSI Ministries, 1714 West Royale Drive, Muncie, IN  

47304-2240.  Your checks should be marked for Health Center 

Haiti or Anderson support. 

 

Remember, every Sunday, we will be collecting loose change for 

the Food Pantry. 

THIS    and    THAT 
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From Pastor Steveôs Deské 

 
 Greetings in the precious Name of Jesus, the Christ!  

Welcome to this edition of Grace Notes!  Youôll notice that the 

title of this opening article has not really changed, even though 

the ñSteveò writing is has.  As most of you already know, on July 

1st, the Panama UMC will be making an historic transition - a 

change of pastoral appointment.  It is with humility and expecta-

tion that we start this new chapter of ministry together.   

 Transition and change are never easy endeavors.  In fact, 

of the top ten things that create elevated levels of stress in our 

lives, change of leadership is counted among them.  In the United 

Methodist Church, however, change is part of the plan.  By Godôs 

grace, we have a system that coordinates fairly seamless transi-

tions from one pastor to the next.  These changes in appointment 

are discerned by the leading of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and 

graces of the pastors in the conference.  Those gifts and graces 

are matched with those of the churches for the glory of God and 

effective ministry to the world.  In response to the call placed on 

me as a pastor, I agree to go where sent as I, too, discern this 

moving of the Spirit.  It is with that trust in Godôs divine provi-

dence that we come to today.  Even though change is challenging, 

we worship and serve a Triune God that never changes.  Hebrews 

13:8 reminds us that, ñJesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-

day and forever.ò  In the midst of change, we lean on Him for 

security and resolve. 

 In the coming weeks, we will get to know each other in 

person.  For now, let me introduce my family and myself.  We are 

coming to Panama from the Little Valley UMC, where we have 

served for the last 7 years.  My wife Stacy grew up in West Val-

ley, NY, where her parents own Fox Valley Greenhouse.  She 

earned her bachelorôs degree in engineering in 1993 from Michi-

gan State University (Go Spartans!).  She has worked in the engi-

neering, law, and teaching fields, and most recently has been sub-

stitute teaching in Cattaraugus-Little Valley CSD.  She plays the 

piano, sings, and loves to sew.  Our son, Benjamin, is 14 and will 

be a freshman in the fall.  He plays the drums and trumpet and 

enjoys sports and computers.  Our daughter Abigail is 12 and will 

be in 8th grade.  She is our fun-loving, artistic talent, plays the 

clarinet and sings, and enjoys all things girly.  I grew up in Lan-

caster, NY, attended both SUNY Buffalo and SUNY Environ- 

                      (continued on page 2) 



Beginning July 11, we will change to two services each Sunday 

morning.  One will be at 8:15 a.m. and the other will be at 10:15 

a.m.   Sunday School will be like the cream in an Oreo cookie - 

sandwiched right in the middle at 9 a.m.  We hope to accommo-

date busy summer schedules. 

 

Check out the ñName That Tuneò section of Grace Notes for 

your suggestions of summer music selections. 

Summer Church News  

2 

mental Science and Forestry, where I got my bachelorôs degree 

in 1992.  I worked as a professional environmental engineer for 

10 years at Ecology and Environment, Inc.  I attended Asbury 

Theological Seminary from 2002-09 and graduated with my 

Masters of Divinity, with a concentration in worship.  I am a 

provisional elder in the Upper New York Conference.  I am a 

hunter and camper, and enjoy outdoor things, as well as com-

puters and playing guitar. 

 We are truly blessed to be following in the leadership 

shadow of Steve and Melissa Wiggers.  Steve is a man after 

Godôs own heart, who has great leadership skills and compas-

sion.  Someday, I hope to be like him in all those ways.  Even 

though I will bring my own unique set of gifts and graces, I 

look forward to learning more from Steve and Melissa through 

the sheep he has shepherded for these 13 years.  Thanks, Steve 

and Melissa, for your love and care for this flock and for us as 

we come to Panama.   

 I will finish by offering a prayer.  I encourage you to 

pray with meéFather, you are the One who never changes, 

even as we are asked to.  You stand firm in your desire for us to 

know You more and to be holy and righteous.  Build trust 

amongst us quickly as we learn to love each other in ministry 

and in life.  Challenge us with new opportunities, give us the 

grace we need to see each other and bind us together.  Bless 

Steve and Melissa as they go out in Your name to spread the 

Gospel to a new church family.  Guide us in our transition and 

give us Your peace.  In Jesusô name, Amen! 

 Until we meet face-to-faceé 

     Shalom, 

     Pastor Steve 

          Many of you were in church on Sunday, May 23, to 

hear Bert and Mary Rappole speak on their recent trip to 

Haiti.  A media presentation was also viewed, regarding a 

fund raising campaign, entitled ñHeart for Haitiò.  The 

premise of this campaign is óTogether we can help rebuild, 

empower, and give hopeô.   

          HOW CAN WE HELP?  The PUMC Ad Board ap-

proved a motion to support this campaign.  We have been 

challenged by the Ad Board to raise $20,000 in 6 

months, from July 1 through December 31, 2010  

This is above our regular weekly giving.  The 

Ad Board believes we can do it...what do YOU 

think?  You may give through your regular of-

fering envelopes, marked ñHeart for Haitiò.  

Updates of our progress will be found in each edition of 

Grace Notes.  The Ad Board, and the people of Haiti, thank 

you in advance for your generosity.  (Just an FYI - 95 cents 

of every $1.00 goes directly to Haiti for the projects desig-

nated in this campaign. 
          While the first ñofficialò giving date was set at July 1st 

(editorôs mistake - she wrote June 1 last month), some have 

already started giving.  A total of $855 has been received 

through the month of June.  Thank you for your support of 

this campaign.   
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Band of Brothers 

Menôs Group 

 The PUMC Menôs Group, Band of Brothers, is meeting on a 

modified schedule this summer.  We will meet on July 6 at 7 p.m.  We 

are looking to get more men to join our group.  If you need a break from 

your everyday stresses, we would love to have you come and join us.  I 

would like as many as can come July 6.  I would like to talk about our 

meeting night.  There may be a better night that we could meet, so I 

would like some input from the Brothers. 

 I would like to thank Pastor Steve (#2) for his confidence in me 

to lead the menôs group.  It also was a blessing to have Pastor attend our 

meetings with the busy schedule that he had.  I know it was hard. 

 I have been in contact with Doug Kibbe and he is trying to get 

a date set for next yearôs menôs retreat.  There were 11 men from PUMC 

who attended the retreat this year.  It was a powerful weekend.  GODôS 

spirit was surely with us as we drew our ñLINE IN THE SAND.ò 

On the last page, is a group picture from our weekend at Camp Findley. 

 

May Godôs Blessing be with You. 

Howard Wheeler, Sr. 

 



Name That Tune! 

 Summer is almost here.  The Praise 

Team would like to give everyone at PUMC a 

chance to have some of their favorite songs 

used during our worship services.  If you have 

one or more special ñtunesò you want to sing during 

praise time, please fill out the form below and either 

drop it in the collection plate or leave it with Kathy in 

the church office. 

____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 

Now is your chance to lift your voice in praise by 

choosing your favorite ñtuneò for Jesus. 

 

======================================= 

Crossmen in Concert 

 The Salvation Army is once again sponsoring 

Sunday evening musical programs during the months 

of July and August, beginning at 6 p.m.  The concerts, 

ñMusic and Praise by the River,ò will be held near the 

Riverwalk Building in Brooklyn Square. 

 The Crossmen will be featured on July 11.  

Other groups to follow include:  Kidder Alive (7/18), 

Gary Kindberg (7/25), Psalmady (8/1), Wind River 

(8/8), Soul Provider (8/15) and First Covenant Church 

(8/22). 

 In case of inclement weather, the program will 

be held at The Salvation Army, 83 South Main in 

Jamestown.   
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Sunday Morning Worship Team 

July  

Lay Readers 
July 4 - Linda Gleason 

July 11 - Sharon Passarelli 

July 18 - Greg Edwards 

July 25 - Fred Croscut 

 

Ushers 
Art Osborne, Bill Peck 

Jerry Ireland, Ed Trisket 

 

Nursery Helpers 
July 4 - Kelly and Sarah Osborne 

July 11 - Julia Nelson and Corinne Edwards 

July 18 - Adam and Tory Irgang 

July 25 - Barb and Lauren Tordella 

 

August 

Lay Readers 
August 1 - Everett Bensink 

August 8 - Doug Weise 

August 15 - Ted Passarelli 

August 22 - Paula Komarek 

August 29 - Tory Irgang 

 

Ushers 
Tim and Tena Dills 

Sam and Carm Catanese 

 

Nursery Helpers 
August 1 - Carol Hay and Emily Waller 

August 8 - Thea Kester and Corinne Edwards 

August 15 - Yvonne Calcaterra and Alyssa Jaeger 

August 22 - Karen Morton and Brittany Lenart 

August 29 - Kelly and Sarah Osborne 
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Tape Ministry 

July 4 

Gerrie Simmons* LSS  A116                Jack & Linda Sturges 

Phyllis Patterson* HGreen                 Jean Edwards 

Kathy Smith  TW 218                            Diane Johnson 

Van Luther  TW 208                            Diane Johnson 

 

July 11 

Gerrie Simmons* LSS  A116                               Pam Ireland 

Phyllis Patterson* HGreen                        Bill Peck 

Kathy Smith  TW 218                          Rachel Reardon 

Van Luther  TW 208                          Rachel Reardon 

 

July 18 

Gerrie Simmons* LSS  A116                        Trudy Anderson 

Phyllis Patterson* HGreen                   Julia Nelson 

Kathy Smith  TW 218                               Barbara Hart 

Van Luther  TW 208                               Barbara Hart 

 

July 25 

Gerrie Simmons* LSS  A116                              Eloise Smith 

Phyllis Patterson* HGreen                                       Everett King 

Kathy Smith  TW 218                        Sharon Passarelli 

Van Luther  TW 208                        Sharon Passarelli 

 

*No Tape - just a short visit and a bulletin 
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Thank You!  
A very sincere thank you goes out to the 
anonymous donor of a defibrillator to be 
wall mounted in the narthex of the 
church.  This donation is made in mem-
ory of Jim Lenart.  
  Thank you...and God bless!  

JOY CENTER PRE-SCHOOL 

 

We just completed another successful year of pre -

school, ending with a celebration for the class of 

2010 on June 2, 2010.   

The following graduates received diplomas:  

ELIZABETH ANDERSON  

HAYDEN ANDERSON  

CAROLINE APTHORPE 

SAMMY ARRINGTON, JR.  

SHARAYAHA FULLER  

LAUREN GIBBS  

STEPHANIE CORRINE HOVEY  

ZOE LAWSON  

HALEY ODELL 

KYLIE RANGE 

We want to take this opportunity to thank all of 

you for your financial support and especially your 

prayer support for this important outreach of 

PUMC.  Because of your financial support, we were 

able to provide five partial scholarships that en-

abled students to attend our program.  

 

As of now, we have a couple of slots still open for 

the 2010 -11 school year for children who will be 

three years old before December 1.  If you have 

family or friends with children in this age group. 

please tell them about JOY Center and have them 

call the church office for application information.  

 

My personal thanks to Susie Davis, Joyce Edwards, 

Barb Trisket, Pam Ireland, Denise Hovey, Jennifer 

Apthorpe, Pastor Steve and teachers, Pat Sobo-

lewski and Sandy Crossley for their dedication to 

this program.  

 

Jeanette Osborne  

Chairman - Board of Directors  
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CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES 

HIGH SCHOOL 

Tyler Beckerink 

Dacota Catanese 

Olivia Nagel 

Adam Rupczyk 

Hannah Schneider 

Ashley Senske 

Jackie Stow 

Paige Weise 

 

HAMILTON COLLEGE 

Tony Sali 

 

HOUGHTON COLLEGE 

Bryce Ireland 

 

JAMESTOWN BUSINESS COLLEGE 

Rita Lenart 

 

FULL SAIL UNIVERSITY  

Joel Wiggers 

 

Congratulations to these 2010 graduates. 

Our love and prayers go with you as you take the 

next steps into life after your recent graduation. 

12 

A Note from Bert and Roberta  

We will be home on furlough beginning July 

7 and staying in the area.  We look for-

ward to seeing everyone and meeting the 

new Pastor Steve and his family.  If anyone 

would like us to come to their small group 

meetings and talk about our experiences, 

just e - mail us at bertandbert@gmail.com .   

Because of your faithfulness... 

 Because of your faithfulness, we received 

$17,785.50 during the month of June for the general fund.  

This is an average of $4,446.38 per week.  

  

 We received $855 for Missions in June. 

 Designated monies received are as follows: 

  $100 - Anderson support in Haiti 

  $40 - Tile Project 

  $135 - JOY Center 

  $40 - Royal Family Kids Camp 

  $140 - Camping Scholarships 

  $855 - Heart for Haiti 

  $30 - Memorials 

  

 To date, there is a balance of $16,205.70 in the 

Trusteesô account. 

  

 We thank you for your faithful giving in support of 

the ministries of the Panama United Methodist Church.   

           Prayer Chain 
If you have a concern you would  

like others to pray for, please call 

Susie Davis (782-4611) or Jean 

Edwards (782-2800).  Your prayer  

request will be passed down the chain to 20+  

others who will pray, and continue to pray, about 

your situation. 
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Childrenõs Church 
 Childrenõs Church will continue to be held dur-

ing the 10:15 service this summer.  

 Parents are asked to assist the children in the 

practice of Christian love by collecting coins for the 

Hearts for Haiti project.  Envelopes were sent home 

with those in attendance on June 20.  Children who 

missed that week may pick up envelopes when they 

are in attendance.  They can collect money through 

recycling returnables, doing chores around the house, 

saving found coins, or whatever else moves their 

hearts and then bring the money in on Sundays in 

their envelopes.  The envelopes will be returned for 

continued collection.   

 Thank you for assisting your children in this 

project.  

 Recipeé.from the Parish Nurse 

APPLE SPICE CAKE 

1 box of spice cake mix 

1 can of  smashed Lite ñno sugar addedò apple pie filling 

1 container of Lite of Fat Free Cool Whip 

 

Mix first two ingredients together.  Put in 9x13 Pam 

sprayed baking dish.  

 

Bake for 35 minutes at 350 degrees.  Serve with Cool 

Whip dollop.   

 

ENJOY!   

VBSñSummer 2010 
 

 

 

 

MORE VBS INFORMATION 

Now that summer is officially here, the church focus for the youth be-

comes VBS!  The theme this year is a game show and with that comes 

all the bells and whistles.  What roles are needed this year?  Check out 

the list below: 

 

Characters are needed to lead and play ñthe gameò: each evening open-

ing from 6-6:30.   

 1.  Wade Winalot is the game show host. 

 2.  Coach Armstrong is a male contestant with a mind of steel 

                   and a heart of gold. 

 3.  Professor Wordsmart is a female contestant - she knows 

                   absolutely EVERYTHING and is dedicated to helping 

       others  

 4.  Cooper is Wade Winalotôs sidekick and all around good  

                   Dog (costume provided). 

 

 Site leaders (leading 25 minute rotations) include: 

 * Bible Time Bible Challenge - nightly lessons shared once -  

    age/grade appropriate grouping 

 * Backstage food and fun - snack rotation 

 *Spotlight Creations - craft rotation 

 *Game Show Games - rotation 

 *Music - rotation shared with snack time 

 *Preschool 

 

Decorating, painting backdrops, registration table, prize preparer, of-

fering counter, and other incidental jobs are needed. 

 

If you can fill in any of these positionsðthank you in advance...you 

can contribute small or BIG!  You decide what works best for your 

schedule this summer!  God works through volunteers like you, to 

reach the children at VBS in ways that we may never know.  But what 

a ministry - to know YOU made a difference in the life of a child. 

 

Please sign up at the welcome table and/or contact Barb Tordella, VBS 

coordinator, at 782-3973 or via email:  rtordella@stny.rr.com. 
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Panama United Methodist Church 

Sunday, August 8  

Through 

Thursday, August 12 

6 - 8:30 p.m.  

Studio GO!  Game Show 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
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Footnotes from the Library! 

Greetings from your library!  With the long hot summer days upon us 

(we hope!), itôs the perfect time to find a shady spot in a comfy chair, a 

long, tall, cool beverage, and a great book!!  Stop in the library and check 

out some of our really wonderful offerings.  Thereôs something for every-

one, young and not so young alike!  Fiction and non-fictioné 

Whatever floats your boat! 

 

And on that note, I would like to remind those of you who have taken 

some of these items out, to return them if you are through with them.  I 

have noticed some things that have been out since last year.  These must 

have been really good, but letôs get them back so that others can experi-

ence the same joy in reading them as you did! 

 

In the next few weeks, work will begin to get all of our collection cata-

loged.  This will make finding what you want all the easier!  It may look 

a bit chaotic for awhile, but I beg your indulgence and patience as this 

will be a project that will take some time.  If anyone would like to lend a 

hand, see me.  Itôs not rocket science, but it does have to be done in a 

particular way.  But I would love a few extra hands to help with this pro-

ject, so see me some Sunday morning!!!  No experience necessary!!!!! 

 

Happy Reading and Christôs Blessings to All, 

 

Tabetha  

With Sympathyé 
 

We would like to extend our heartfelt  
sympathy to the family of  

LaVerne F. Swanson,  
father of Daniel Swanson.  

Mr. Swanson passed away on May 25, 2010.  
Our prayers are with you, Dan,  

in this time of grief.  


